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Application/Control Number: 09/966,352 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1753 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The allowability of 
claims 1-7 has been confirmed. A foreign search report indicated that reference WO 00/02039 
was a 'X' reference on the claims 1-7. However, the examiner does not believe this reference 
anticipates nor renders obvious all the limitations of claims 1-7. In particular, WO '039 taught 
the use of an isolation member 9 that was placed between the first and second dimensions of the 
electrophoretic apparatus. The isolation member was either removed or evacuated of fluid after 
the first separation and the remaining gap was then filled with conductive fluid. See page 12, 
line 23 through page 13, line 7 and page 26, lines 32 and 33. However, this isolation member 
does not read on the claimed requirement of a "non-electrically conducting liquid which is 
substantially immiscible with, and non-extractive of, water". Moreover, this process of WO '039 
also would not anticipate the claimed step of "flushing the liquid out from the gap" because the 
any fluid in the isolation member would merely be evacuated and not flushed. Moreover, WO 
'039 does not teach the claimed step of tilting the support means at an angle to the horizontal to 
effect flushing the liquid out of the gap. The only thing the examiner can find about tilting is on 
page 8 paragraph 2 (cited by the foreign examiner) where a prior art two-dimensional 
electrophoresis apparatus is described as being rotated from a horizontal position to a vertical 
position after the first dimension separation. However, this does not appear to anticipate nor 
render obvious the claimed tilting because the first dimension would still be horizontal and not at 
an angle to the horizontal as claimed. The patentability of claims 1-7 is confirmed. 
2. The examiner has crossed off two of the cited patents because those patents had been 
previously cited by the examiner and their inclusion on this IDS is redundant. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kaj Olsen whose telephone number is (571) 272-1344. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 5:30 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
and on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nam Nguyen, can be reached on 571-272-1342. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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